“It’s In the Bag!: A Tale of Friendship”

For all cycles

Paris, October 17 1987: 100 000 persons, rich and piomm around the

world, gather to poclaim that exteme povey can be defeated, and that

those who live in povey are the first to eact against itAt the invitation| ~ Read carefully the story It's in
. N . the bag ! : a Tale of Friendship

of Joseph Weésinski, himself &m a poor family and founder &TD and the following questions.

Fourth World, they inaugurate a plaque in honour of the victimg of

extreme povay. So begins the ®id Day to Ovecome Exteme Povay,

recognized by the United Nations in1992 as the International Day fgr thp

Eradication of Povdy. Since then, this day has been marked inemor

than 50 countries. Peopleaim all walks of life gather with thoge ., shopping bags containig a

excluded, to celebrate their courage aedaognize the equal dignity of §ll  picture of a chameleon, a copy

people of the Convetion on th Rights of

th Child, a braided bracelet, a
$2 coin, paper bags for the
DESCRIPTION childre, Hampate Ba’s
chameleon story and a sticker

. . . . with the October 17 logo.
The story encourages children to think about how to interact with and

respect people, in order to build friendships. Appendix
“It's in the Bag!: A Tale of
PURP OSE Friendship

Help yougsters realize that prejudices about poor people prevent them from
opening up to them, considering them as people just like anyone else and
including them in their projects.

ACTIVITY BREAKDOWN

0 Read “Its in the BagiA Tale of Friendship” out loud.While you are
telling the storytake the various items mentioned in th tale out of the
shopping bags. Use the questions in italics as a framework for dialogue
with the children. Show the children th illustrations while you are reading
the story

Bibliographie
OR 1. Hampaté B&, Amadou, Sur

. . . . les traces d’Amkoullel I'enfant
[{] ' ”
O Read “Its in th Bag!A Tale of Frindship” up to the asterisk$hen ask peul, Arles: Actes Sud, 1998,

the children to finish the story using th “theatre-forum” technique (see last
page), in order to explore other situations and imagifereift endigs.Do  BOAL, Augusto, The theatre of

it the Oppressed. New York:
these variations help people get along better togethbeh read the end of Urizen Books, 1079

the story Republished by Routledge
Press in New York/London in
IDEAS 1982.
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Tranversal skills

Intellectual skills

Exercise critical thought

...Personal and social skills

Develop one’s personal identity.
Foster harmonious
interprerosnal relations.

Sectors

Socio-relational development

More

ATD Quart Monde also offers
an activity kit designed to
encourage awareness, thought,
and action aimed at making
sure all individuals receive due
respect.

Important note

0 Have the whole class prepare a “friendship” bte bag could be hung
somewhere in the room and each child could add his or her own
contribution.The October 17 logo and the slogan “Children want a better
world for everybodyJoin with them to overcome extreme poverty” could
be shown on the bagThe bag could be filled once a month with new
objects that in some way encourage people to combat exclusion and
promote friendship.

O Encourage the children to create individual friendship bags that they can
take home and fill with tokens of friendship.

O Use sheets of paper instead of bags. Stick the October 17 logo on the
front. On the back, write “I've put the following items in my friendship
bag...”

O Create a comic-strip version of the story or ask the children to create a
new story based on the illustrations.

The October 17 Committee is
organizing various events to
mark the World Day to
Overcome Extreme Poverty. If
you would like to take part or
obtain additional material,
please contact the comittee at
the following number :

(514) 279-0468

Tell us about your personal
experience. We want to hear
about children’s real-life
sitauaitons and what
youngsters choose to do to
make sure that none of their
classmates are excluded, as
well as how adults show their
commitment.

October 17 Committee
6747, rue Drolet,
Montréal, QC H2S 2T1

www .0ct17.org

www .tapori.org
atdcanada@qc.aira.com
Télécopieur : 514-279-7759

www.mondami.org
info@mondami.org
Fax : 514-341-5141

Food for thoughts (for teachers)

« Theres nothing worse than someone who wants to do good instepd of
helping you do things yourself.Yvette

~

What sot of attitude do we have teard the pooest members of ou
society? What do we know about their real-life situations and

aspirations? Do we have a tendency to “buy” their silence with pur
charity?

Father JosephVresinski had the following words to say about people
living in a shantytown: “What they need isrparticularly food and
clothing. What all these people need is dignitg no longer have tq
depend on other peopdegoodwill.”

Do we have the courage to stand up and say that we want a society
where eveyone has a place, whepeople espect each othirequal
dignity, and whee eveyone has the same rights? How do ei@force
school childen who dag to say No to injustice ane@fuse to excludg
classmates, in der to encourage other youngsters to follow their lgad
and offer their friendship to chiléin of other skin colours, to chitdr
who ar shoter or taller badly dessed or find school nmerof a
challenge? How can we help youngsters get to know each th
understad, espect and help one another?

D
—

October 17 is an opportynity for underprivileged people to bear witness:

« It's a special tribute for us, for poor people. It makes us awarg that
we’re part of society It's a chance to dare to say things in a more
sepecial wayPeople want to hear what we have to $ayshow their
solidarity in their own wayto show that they feel concernedwette

« If people get into the spirit of October 17, they’ll give us a hand,| not
take our place, because that would make us feel as if we waren’
capable.» Madeleine
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DIAL,

It’s In the bag! 6
A Tale of &
friendship e

\(}LIH

t was early fall. Summer was over and the "My treasue,” she answed, smiling.
children had headed back to the classnsAn
elderly lady carying two lage and appantly "You mean money and jewels?"
heavy shopping bags was making her way slowly
past the school.od could tell fom her face that
she was var tired. Suddenlya buzzer sounded: it
was 3:30, and school was out for the dayrowd L
of happy youngstersished out into the stet and
began to make their way home. Suddeto
particularly excited boys appead out of nowher
at top speed. Pkaps they wear having a race, or
maybe they'd been guatling and one of them was
trying to get his hands on the other one. In any "Of course not. But oth
case, it was too late to stop! They ran smack into people always need
the old lady and she dpped her bags. something. At a minute
? 1 can't find Karma!
Here Karma!" she callec

~ e "Who's Karma?" asked
- ﬁ the boy
& "My chameleon. He wi
' @ in one of my bags."
"A chameleon! What a strange petuymust lose
— | him a lot," laughed the boyHe'll be had to find.
9 _ . ; Chameleons arafraid of eveything! They change
\"\ colour at the dop of a hat to avoid quagls.”
" "What does a boy your age know about
_ chameleonsAh, thee he is!" said the woman,
e = v bending over and scooping up Karma.
T "I know a lot about chameleond They're
\exed, she said, "Slow down and watch wher cowadly!"
you're going! The least you could do is help me pick Have you ever behaved or
up my bags." One of the boys kemtming, butthe ~ "Theg's an African poet S€en someone 9439 behave
other slowed down and stopped. He bent over and called Hampate Ba who ke & chameleon? in what

picked up one of the shopping bags. knows a geat deal about SO'S Of situations?

chameleons,” said the lady
"Gosh, it's heavy! What do you have in your bags?" "He wrote that when a chameleon arrives
he asked the lady somewhey it takes on the colour of its
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surroundings. It has nothing to do with hypocrisy:
it's a matter of tolerance and good mannéys the
poet writes, ubbing other people the wng way

"Hello sweethedr What's wong? Can | help?"

doesn't help anything. Nothing good has ever come "My name isn't Sweethddr answeed the girl.

out of a fight."

"So chameleons an't really cowadly," mused the
boy "Maybe they've got the right idea."

The old lady uammaged in her shopping bag and
found a piece of papeHanding it to the bqyshe
said, "Hee. You can eread what the poet wte. |
noted it down: it's pdarof my teasue. | knew
somebody might need it. If I'm not mistaken, you
and your friend wem't having a friendly race,
were you?"

With a thoughtful exmssion, the child took the
sheet and e@peated to himself, "Nothing good has
ever come out of a fight." Then, in a louder voice,
he told the lady that he and his friend had been
playing a game. But he wasn't yaronvincingAs

he headed down the sét, he looked back over his
shoulder and called out, "I'lemember your stgr
about the chameleon! I'll tell it to my family!" The
old lady smiled, picked up her bags and went
slowly along her way

*k%k

y this time most of the chileln had aleady

hurried past.After just a few steps, howeyer
the old lady stopped agaiA.noise had caught her
attention. She looked @und and saw a little girl
about ten years old leaning against the schoalyar
wall, crying. Moved, the lady went up to the girl.

"And I'm tired of being called hames. Nobody even
knows myeal name."

"I'm sorry. | didn't mean to insult you."

"It's okay But | wish people would stop fatting
my name. It makes me feel like I'm no one."

"You're right to be annoyed that nobody calls you
by your name."

The old lady stdaed digging aound in one of her
bags. She pulled out a copy of a document marked
"Convention on the Rights of the Child." Leafing
through the document, she stopped on a page and
said, "Thee it is! | knew it

was written somewhe¥ Who is the old lady? How

i d imagine her?
"What?" asked the glrl. 0 you imagine her

"This is a document that explains chédts rights.
It's called a convention. It's written leelon this
page, 'Eveyone has the right to @&al name and to
be espected."

"A convention on childm's rights? | didn't know
that childen have rights," said the girl.

"Of course they do. Heyyou can keep this capy

"It's incredible: you have just what | neefite your
bags magic?"

"It's true that theye a bit magical. | caty around

a lot of odds and ends. | pick up thingsehand
there that | think might be useful for building bonds
of friendship."

How would you define
"bonds of friendship"? Try
to find an example.

"What are bonds of

friendship?"

"It's like when you quael with a friend and then
make up".

The girl nodded. "It's like at home. My littledtiner
and | had a quael, and aftewards he came and
gave me a bracelet to make upe We in a tiny
apatment, and ther are four kids in the family\é

all sleep in the sam@om. My little bother follows
me everwhere, and sometimes | feel like I'm
auffocating, like there isn't enough space to
breathe."
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"l see. But ther must be times when it's fun to shar  was clearly confused. He stood tstaring at the
a room with thee other childen.” lady and her bags. Obseng the situation, the
boy's mother stepped up.
The qirl giggled. "W have pillow fightsAnd
we tell each other sests and scar
stories befag we go to sleep. It's
true that we quael a lot, but
we also know how to mak
up". The old lady and thr
little girl smiled at eactk
other and then heade
off in opposite
directions.

The old lady tried to explain. "lt's ue,
I'm poor And it's tue that | need
help. But | didn't ask you for
anything. Respect and dignity
are terribly important for
people like me. What éally
need is for someone to talk
to me about friendship,
because that's a topic |
know something about. |
don't just want people to
offer me food or money

*k%k

When she got to the
corner of the stret, the~——X=31
od lady eased herself™ . .
down on a bench near "
playground.Accompanied by
their parents, some children
were playing on the swings. The

With these wats, she pulled
a paper bag out of her
shopping bag and handed it to
the boy "Here, take this. & can
use it to carry things to build

lady sat quietly for a moment, watchingy friendships. Therare

the youngsters enjoy themselves. But she was ill attoo many wars and too much What do you think? In
ease. She had the feeling that someone was misey in the world. But the your opinion, what does
watching herAll of a sudden, a little boy stepped in  eatth, sun and rain belong the ddely lady need
front of her and said, "Her lady this is for you." to eveyone. W're all pat of  most?

He handed her a coin. the same family

The lady eplied, "Thanks ver much, but | don't .
want your moneyKeep it for yourself." The boy How would you finish her story?

Theatre-forum, also called "theatre of the oppressed,” was created ifiligegoal is to make the people in the audience

actors in the play ? in other words, active participants who can have an impact onBoe#ttg-forum depicts conflict
situations commonly experienced by spectafdrany time during the playa spectator can stop the action and replace

one of the actors or add his or her own character to theRdmple can interrupt the play by clapping their hafs.

can interrupt the play by clapping their hanéis.can interrupt the play by clapping their hands.replacement)
character is readye or she claps his or her hands a second time and the action starts uphesgdie-forum helps

people understand the underlying and encourages them to build a better future by mechanisms of injustice and exclusion
coming up with solutions in a fictional setting. In short, it helps prepare people for real-life action. BAsgmisto

Boal'sThe Theatre of the Oppressed (see bibliography).
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